Implementation of an X-ray radiation protective equipment inspection program.
In order to comply with the requirements established by healthcare organization accrediting agencies, radiation protective equipment (e.g., lead aprons, gloves, and collars) utilized by x-ray workers must be periodically evaluated for damage. The objective of such evaluations is to identify and remove from service equipment bearing large holes, tears, etc., that could compromise the safety of individuals using this equipment. Many facilities are cited each year for failing to ensure the availability and integrity of such equipment. Unfortunately, written guidance on the proper implementation of inspection programs is not readily available. This paper was developed to assist healthcare organization safety personnel in establishing a radiation protective equipment inspection program at their facilities.